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Detroit VA Highlights Medical Advancements in Research On Research Day

	Research Day at the Detroit VA Healthcare System was once again a day to share advancements and progress with all who have a stake in VA care.
	This year, the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs celebrated 90 years of research excellence during National VA Research Week, May 18-22, 2015. Here in Detroit, the week culminated with Research Day on May 22nd.
	Both Congressman John Conyers (MI 13th District) and Congresswoman Debbie Dingell (MI 12th District) spoke at the event and emphasized the importance of VA research and how it impacts Veterans each day.
	"VA research is a national asset that benefits our patients and the entire nation by moving medical science forward," said Dr. Pamela Reeves, Detroit VA Medical Center Director. "VA investigators have played key roles in developing devices and techniques that revolutionized health care – including the cardiac pacemaker, the CAT scan, Shingles vaccine, liver and kidney transplants, and much more. Today, VA is a leader in many areas of research, such as AIDS, mental health, genomics, heart disease, cancer, diabetes, infectious diseases, and spinal cord injury."
	VA conducts biomedical, rehabilitation, clinical, and health services research – as well as large, multi-center clinical trials – at more than 100 VA medical centers across the country. 
	“We currently have 32 clinical and 25 laboratory-based research projects going on at this medical center,” said Dr. Glenn Kaatz, Associate Chief of Staff for Research at the Detroit VA. “Right now, our projects include the study of colon cancer and diabetes, conditions that are quite prevalent in the Veteran population. These studies are designed to better understand these diseases, with the hope of not only improved treatment options but also improvements in prevention.”
	For more photos from Research Day, please turn to page 8.


Message from the Director

	Summer is such a busy time of year for both our city and our staff here at the Detroit VA, and Summer 2015 is no different!
	There are some wonderful recently launched and soon-to-be-launched programs to tell you about, and I hope you get complete details from this latest newsletter!
	I know our leadership team shares my thoughts on the VLER program, set to officially take off in August. But, we are doing our best to get the word out now so our patients will be ready! It’s been a long time coming. VLER will allow for the electronic sharing of Veteran health information between VA, other federal partners (i.e. Department of Defense), and participating non-VA health providers. Check out www.detroit.va.gov and our social media pages, along with flyers around the medical center, for information on how to sign up.
	I’m particularly proud of the progress being made on our new Emergency Department and Blue Building entrance. This construction continues to move forward and the contractor is nearing completion of the structural steel and should have the concrete floors poured by the end of July.  Exterior brick installation and rough carpentry will follow.
	Finally, I want to personally invite all of you to our Summer of Service Open House, coming up on July 16th. Summer of Servicer is a crucial new VA initiative, and we are very happy to participate. If you have questions on benefits, health care, volunteering, employment and more, stop by B1290 and we can help! 
	As I like to do, I want to than all of our employees and volunteers for their outstanding commitment to our Veterans and their families, as we always work to provide Excellence in Health Care!
Have a great summer,
Dr. Pamela Reeves
Medical Center Director

How do I call the Detroit VA?

The Detroit VA Medical Center's Telephone Call Center is able to assist with appointment management, prescription refills and general medical questions or concerns. 
Hours: Monday - Friday,
8:00 am - 4:30 pm

The John D. Dingell VA Medical Center General Line 313-576-1000
Scheduling  313-576-1051
Triage Nurse  877-424-8214

VA Careers
[bookmark: _GoBack]http://www.va.gov/jobs

Veterans Crisis Line
1-800-273-8255 Press 1

Follow the Detroit VA Medical Center on
Facebook and Twitter!
Detroit VA to Hold Summer of Service Open House, July 16th

	The Detroit VA will join VA medical centers around the nation during the next few weeks, in holding a Summer of Service Open House.
	What is it? It’s a day when Veterans, family members and anyone in the community can visit the medical center to find out about available programs. Interested in medical care? Looking to volunteer? Searching for a job? Stop by on July 16, 11:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. in Room B1290 to learn more! 
	On a national level, VA has also established the following goals to achieve by Labor Day:
•	Increasing Volunteering:  VA has an outstanding volunteer program, and we’re going to highlight it all over the country this summer, committing to engaging with 100,000 volunteers by the end of August. Community members are encouraged to look to http://www.volunteer.va.gov/  to help meet VA’s volunteer goals.
•	Recruitment:  VA is a great place to work, with one of the best missions, serving the best clients - Veterans. We’re actively recruiting for health care providers, claims specialists, medical support assistants and cemetery directors. For more information, those interested can visit http://mycareeratva.va.gov/ or http://www.usajobs.gov.
•	Congressional Engagement: VA is expanding services to better serve Veterans this year, thanks to help from Congress.  Congressional members and their staffs are invited to attend these open houses around the country so they can learn more about the services we provide to our heroes every day.
Enhancing Community Partnerships:  VA is committed to expanding current agreements to provide services and support reaching more than 15,000 Veterans and family.
	“We are really looking forward to this event,” said Dr. Pamela Reeves, Medical Center Director. “Anytime we can open our doors and show the public, from Veterans who might be interested in care to their family and friends who are curious about volunteering and employment, how much VA has to offer, it’s a terrific day!”

VA Summer of Service Open House
The Detroit VA Healthcare System invites you to join us for an
Open House

Thursday, July 16, 2015, 11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. in Room B1290.

Learn about services and programs available to Veterans both here in the medical center and in the community!
Curious about medical care?  Interested in volunteering?  Need information onany of our services?

STOP BY to learn more!




Detroit VA Holds Successful 5th Annual VA2K

	The sun was bright and the music was energizing as employees, volunteers and some Veterans came together for the 5th annual Detroit VA Healthcare System VA2K on May 20, 2015.
	This annual tradition promotes the health and well-being of employees while encouraging participants to recognize the needs of the homeless Veterans we work so hard to support. All participants were encouraged to donate items for the Detroit VA Homeless Program.
	“We recognize that Detroit VA employees are our most valuable asset, and as such, it’s great to once again focus on taking care of ourselves,” said Dr. Pamela Reeves, Medical Center Director. “This year, we had nearly 300 participants and accepted hundreds of donated items in support of this crucial program.”
	“It’s such a great concept,” said Dr. Reeves. “Take 30 minutes out of our busy day to walk with co-workers and by doing so, help a Veteran and help yourself!”
	This year, t-shirts were again donated by Foundation for American Veterans and music was donated by 105.9, KISS-FM radio. VCS donated water and apples were donated by Community Credit Union.
	“All around, it was a great day!” said Dr. Reeves.



Detroit VA to Launch VLER in August

	What if your VA providers could have electronic access, real-time, to your non-VA health information?
	That program is here! The Detroit VA Healthcare System will launch Virtual Lifetime Electronic Records or VLER, on August 20, 2015. VLER allows for the electronic sharing of Veteran health information between VA, other federal partners (i.e. Department of Defense), and participating non-VA health providers. This is done securely over the internet using the eHealth Exchange.
VLER Health may:
Increase care coordination for Veterans
Aid VA health care givers in making informed decisions
Improve Veteran care and health outcomes
Stop duplicate testing
Increase patient safety
Give VA health care providers real-time access to crucial information about their patients.
Signing up is FAST and EASY! Visit www.va.gov/VLER 
for instructions on how to sign up!

Connect Your Docs
Veterans simplify your healthcare
Sign a form so your VA and Non-VA healthcare providers can securely share your health records electronically.

Your doctor will have a better picture and more complete summary of your health by:
· Easily sharing your current medications with your doctors
· Eliminating unnecessary medical tests
· Improving your health by empowering you

Ask your doctor for the release form?
VA Form 10-0485

To learn more or send in your form, contact your local VA Release of Information (ROI) office:
(313)576-3497 phone
(313)576-1266 fax
Detroit VA Healthcare System
001B/HIMS 4646 John R St.
Detroit, MI 48201

For more information, visit http://www.va.gov/VLER



Photo Gallery

Photos, clockwise left to right:
Detroit VA Veterans were guests of Detroit Tigers’ Mario Impemba and his Salute to Veterans program; American Legion Riders lined the front drive of the medical center during the annual patient carnival; Singing group, Re-Creation again entertaining Veterans and staff here at the medical center; Teams of Detroit VA volunteers worked throughout the community this quarter, including pulling up flooring at the National Volleyball Championship at Cobo and packing food boxes at a local food bank; Detroit VA volunteer JoAnne Rosseel was recently awarded the Outstanding Volunteer of the Year from the Veterans of Foreign Wars Department of Michigan. JoAnne helps place several thousand books each month in our book bins!




Pardon our Dust!!

The Detroit VA retail store is getting a face lift! The store will move to its temporary location on July 20th, in the back of the cafeteria. PLEASE NOTE:  The store will be closed on weekends until it moves back to the permanent location! 
Temporary store hours will be the same as the cafeteria, 7:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 
THANK YOU for your patience as we work to improve our service! 

CONGRATULATIONS to our own Dr. Anjan Kowluru, Detroit VA Senior Research Career Scientist, pictured here with Dr. Roy Wilson, President of Wayne State University and Dr. Margaret Winters, Provost and Senior Vice President of Academic Affairs, Wayne State University, during the Distinguished Graduate Faculty Award program where Dr. 
Kowluru was recently honored. 

Detroit VA Volunteer Accepts Prestigious AHA Award for “Victory Band”

	A Detroit VA Healthcare System Volunteer, who has worked tirelessly with Mental Health Staff on the concept of music for rehabilitation and recovery, was recently awarded one of four 2015 American Hospital Association Hospital Awards for Volunteer Excellence (HAVE) for the Detroit VA’s “Victory Band”. 
	Steve Munafo traveled to Washington DC in June to accept the award. Steve is a volunteer, and a musician, and he helps with the medical center’s Psychosocial Rehab and Recovery Center (PRRC). PRRC helps patients who suffer from severe mental health issues, most notably extreme anxiety which limits their ability to socialize.   Steve worked with staff psychologists to help teach patients music skills and become part of a band. 
	The band has received local media attention, and members have volunteered to play at various programs and events. For more on the band, click here:  http://www.detroit.va.gov/DETROIT/features/Victory_Band_Music_and_Therapy.asp. 


Research Day 2015 Photos

Both Congressman John Conyers (MI 13th District) and Congresswoman Debbie Dingell (MI 12th District) spoke at the event and emphasized the importance of VA research and how it impacts Veterans each day.

Each year, Detroit VA leadership holds this important event for staff, volunteers, Veterans and others.

VA conducts biomedical, rehabilitation, clinical, and health services research – as well as large, multi-center clinical trials – at more than 100 VA medical centers across the country.

Congressman John Conyers was one of the keynote speakers for the event.


Detroit VA Thanks Volunteers 

During National Volunteer Week
	Each spring, the Detroit VA joins VA medical centers around the nation in paying tribute to the nearly 80,000 citizens who help care for Veterans throughout the year.
	At the Detroit VA, we plan a week of special events to thank the more than 1,200 volunteers who contribute nearly 100,000 hours each year to help care for our heroes.
	“Whether it’s driving, directing, sitting, serving, comforting or counseling Veterans and their families here in the medical center, we can’t thank these individuals enough,” said Dr. Pamela Reeves, Medical Center Director. “Volunteers are a vital part of the history of the Detroit VA. For nearly seven decades, thousands of men and women from this area have shared their time and energy with our heroes. This is our opportunity to say ‘thanks’.”
	The week culminated with the Volunteer Awards Program, Friday, April 17th at VFW-1146 Bruce Post in St. Clair Shores. Volunteers, particularly ones who have given extraordinary amounts of time and energy, were recognized by medical center leadership.
	“We have volunteers at the Detroit VA, who have been with us for decades,” said William Browning, Chief of Volunteer and Community Relations at the Detroit VA Healthcare System. “It’s easy to sign up and we like to place volunteers in areas where they feel they can contribute the most.”
	For more information on volunteering with the Detroit VA, visit http://www.detroit.va.gov/giving/index.asp.

